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MEDITORI AL
(FJA & Mcrojo)

Ve lookt over a quarter hundred letters a couple wks ago, wonderd
how we ever coud compress *em into the 8 or 1O allotted stencils. Each
sheet reallly's packing a lotta wordace, this ish, as we've omitied most
the signatures & crowded on 2 Fyns more per pyg. Incidently, VOM isnt
running letters in order rcvd, any longer (didnt last issvels may ex-
plain why not, it anyone infrested, at later date: no rym ryt now.,
Vith the increasing volume of mail we are having to cut more & more
trom correspondence-~-but never to mislecad re o meaning nor censor an
uncompliment. "% 20% of our fans sent letters sei up tor even edages !
Ve do not wish to ottend such friends but request them to refrain for
thesc reasonss |t makes it impossible for us to cut anything out (hm,
maybe they aint so dumb atter all'l), while sticking to our sic styl ot
presentations at the same tym makes it impossible for us to insert any
parenthetical puns (they positively aint dumb!), explanations &c. Eny-
hoo, yuh get th' pernt, pals¢ ATso, Lou Chauvenet sent a FreL e | O
drawkcab (see your nearest lookinglass) & Wilson warnd ot a Thing to
Come trom the East Pohl carved in stone--or in lemon juice (tho we
don't see how anynne coud carve anything in lemon juicel)l...% wy! we
shoud Iyk to accept these challenges to our resourcefulness in repr o-
duction, we either can: take up all our tym & give U about a 2 pg puz-
zle publication...or carry on without too much frikstut. Ve tigure The
Voice probly is puzzling enut as 1+ 1s! ** Thanx to Walt Daugherty

tor stenciling Art Widner's "tittle Devil from Down Under" on our back
cover. "7 & in conclusion we says Help Us Be Difrent... Help Us Be.
Help Us« Help! Help Us; Be=-Difrent!! Send in your sub & tel: your

zncmys aboul our pube  They wil! thank U & become your friends! Maybe.
G I I R N T R R TR R R

p
O/}% = who is more than "Just--a-Mere (S:f.) Fan", as his a*
A wro . i /i 1o ELS g OIS,
e

— ———— . — . W S———

gr pinclaims him; is, in fact, publisher of the froe

- ——
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\ﬁ) f jW\' PP Sclerntifantasy Pricelis=t, whose first issue was rowd
-] bt D "'"":""‘" TERIL TS ST R T ) S e A= = a1
(oﬂ Lt v o with the pipulsrivy of A proper fammag, rites from the

Wi . '

u1£8;7023y”‘fats fans create tine troeze, no_igyi); i
"The last issue of VOM is sitting herc teside me and Urging me Lo write you o letter
giving my comments on the comments so well expressed in the Loril number. 7 The
letters you print have been getting steadily better,especially in fan interest.Your
feremat is always neat,ymir covers refreshing te the eye,and now your Lithesraph in-
sert.Will wonders nsver cease ?? The 1itho insers was appropriate and was glad to
read thet exceptional Rothman article.Also liked tie Bok illustration you litho-
graphed .However the other doodelings on the litho rage were nothing short of puzz-
ling te me...maybe I'm not intelegent encugh to get the significiance of some of
that silly mixed=-up nonesence above the Bok drawing. (Phi on ?ob}?) =Y 1 vas

glad to sce some of the criticisms the ChicaGAL-fan,Trudy,zives us.Her contribution
sure hit the spot to my way of thinking.An outstanding example of her criticism can
be seen in the letter of Alan P.Roberts.It says in VOM that he is 14 year old ex-
fen,Hell says I (U shoudnt say hell, Brle; it sounds like the devil. Dut Without

Horns, whe gives & Host? Nome Bul Lucifer—unlsss it be the Erle of Holll), he sure
started off young.Perhaps his youth is what meres him so Fresh.8orte newly hatched
like.An enigma to me is the references he makes to Reinsberg and Kipling.Hell
(Heavens, that word sgein, Erle!),thats the first time anybody ever placed Reinsberg
aﬁﬁﬁﬁ{ﬁiiﬁéhfﬁ %Eé"saméﬁgatQESFyll (& if we were Mark we'd resent it. Hell, who-
cver heard of Kipling? What fanmag does hc edit?)  * “Fow Ican turn the page
(with thurkfuliness) from young #astor Bobert's Letter,or should I say text book
thesis the contents of which tell fandom as & whole that they are a bunch of psy—
chapathic cuses.ly candid comment is thank God he is an EX-fan. "7 Gee I'm in &
good mood after that Roberts letter...l cun even read liiske's letters. ~~ The
letters of Messrs.Lovmdes and Gilbert were gratifing.Hore I see fair play brought


P.Roberts.It
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to light.This should serve as an example for the use of discretion in fendom in
the future amongst those who are not sure of their facts. ™ And finelly in refer—
ence te the part of Tom Himmon's letter in which Tom feels bad because he wanted te
come tc the 1940 convention «s & character 4e wus going to come as,ncmely Kimball
Kinneson..Bere is my suggestion,let fandom take notice...Let anyone come as they
wunt to come.Vhy should we have a list of those who went to dress one wuy cnd then
let those perscns huve o mcnopoly cn that charccter???Thats foolishe..In the first
place some guy may wont to come as a certoein fantasy churceter cnd reserve that
cheracter for himself.Then he muy not get to the convention arnd & guy whe wanted
thet character will net be cble to have him.Further for purposes of compitition and
to be uble to judge the merrits of o ccstume let every one cume cs they went to.
If two funs come us Droculn we can sce who hud the best immegination and locks most
like the charccter they represent. (Xlnt iden) ( &
Tda "oh! f f’»#//-— Here we have DAMON
KNIGHT's conception of himself, &s he perts ~F :\’/‘ \ with o dime for a
Voicc. Damon htils from Hood River Orc 2 (80% Columbia St),
where he publishes Snide, the "Thud & Blunder" = ﬁ?A ’/P"frnmag r_-hlfty numbe¢
ut 10c). Seg: i VO, Eneroscd is & 1ittlec \<>—;, dooly for your cover.
TPe-r; docly g*atcful) o Aprll'VOh received, R & contents noted. . .
That s whit 1 scid Icst time, only you had "Apr foo" in microscepic type woy dowm
at the bottom of the contents puge. Gr. By cll mcons continue the contents page.
Adds ne end of zest, & so forth. =7 I soccond the notion of 4¢ s Xim at the Chi-
con. Me, I shell huve to come es The Little Mun "he Wasnt Thore unless I cen find
some kind-hearted western fan with an xtra seat in his car. ™ I'm gratified to
note that Hinmen likes my fanegency idea. ™ Roberts gives me an infericrity com—
plex. 1I'd accuse him of writing with dictionary at elbcw, but have an uneasy feel-
ing it isn't sc. Chee, when I think «f what I was like at 14! ™ I say, if you
don't mind telling, just whet does 4e do nt the ALPAS? ("Sup't in Charge f Veri-
typing, H'weod Rep. of Players Dlrectcry ~—1940 Census info.) And while I'm at it,

By e e e o el

what does 6475 signify?  (Omi igawd -~ pcn01ls Lomen ~ I just looked at the address on

This envelope. Don't mind this. 5.0 Which reminds me, I was horrified the other
dey tec find a letter “from "Public Fcn A" ir SF - in English! Howccme, are you
slippirg, or did Charlie translate it? (That letr wes composed on & stondord typ-

.

ryter that rote only orthodox English. ) = Everybody clse seems to be shelling out

mere or less | generuuslb. “while VOl kpeps seming to me uninvited. Hence, 1 shall
de the Right Thing."

Frem New Yerk's glomoradig %1, the Red PERRI, of 280 Ot Jao's
Pl, Bklyn: "i have & loE_of curLOblty vhere the los ¢ ngelco “Tuns sro conserned he-—
cause tkcy scem to te juct ws mud, &s glorivusly insane ne *e futurians. it porks
up my flagging faith in humarity scmething wonderful, to knew that we con alvmys
move in on the sepuratirg continent and infect it with the sume brand of lunccy
“¥i wznt to congratnlate the west soast ou having produced a certain ¥Mr. hunnes
ok, (& to Brodbury belongs the sredit of d"uv1rb professicnal attentieon to him. )
mr. hok, is according 0 what i “heve seen ‘of science fiction and Ixntasy artwork.
one nctch removed from the tcp. besides being un entirely cherming perscu, ne has
& very unmistekable tnlent which will tuke him places. it is my opinion, but def-
initelv. ™ we futurieans, Lyself definitely included, are &ll of an agog over the
chicm. we view apprecuching (although still somewhut remote) september with much
finger nail biting and oll uvther signs of suspense. costumes are being thoroughly
discussed as well as wenderful plans for dewnright fun. we intend to enjoy our-
selves theroughly ard bring along lots of film for cctive comera werk. fans in
cestumes what o field for ceandid cameraoclogy! incidentally, i am about to start a
cclurm in science ficticon weekly on the convention and all contributions thereto
w1l be grutefully accerted. i thought it might be fun to huve funs suggest possi-
ble costumes for other fans, cutline pcssible jamborees and outings, revenl the
deep durk secret of hcow they are ceming (in whot manner, us what, for what and to
what end) und i meant pll contri butlon t" (%e shoud lyk to see U come as the
neckt Gccttﬁrdacmmerun? Brundugc Beauty on the ﬂovor of Weird, 38 Vuy ey

BOK, ¥YC:
"Tharx ever s'much fcr your new Imejjie. Imogire my surprise tnd emtarrcssment %o
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see my card in print, plus dooplicetes! If I'd XNOWN, ['d'n mede sumpin special.
The reprint from Milty's Mag wes peechy. zive him six hoorays from me. Your spell-
ing is infectious. 1'd better be careful or 1'l1l be deing it soon. Truly,

?"}.// o //? ,'( Y = znother Forrv-made fan, recruited from (\ r‘
HALL Ay p P L AR T Py T e e o NT R
Ar’-"'-v"-'*//’_' e 1A the academy of GSeciences (Liotior Ficture !{(B:)‘g W G

7 £rt3"&), "sdreses fier first letter to the 7 ri&s—C
VOICE: "Dser VOM Brief associction with one 4sJ hes lecd to this letter. One
cen't help becominz interested in in scientifiction when you stop to think that the
rantastic of today may be the common every day rnoviledge of tomorrow, and it's exci-
ting 1o try to go at least half a step ahead to meet it. ™ The megezine is great.
1 cen imagine the fun they had preparing the table of contents. The editorial wes
very clever, only wish since both 4s end ¥orojo are such tolented vriters, and must
¥mow so meny fascinating new things all the time that they would write either a
lenger editorial or an article ecach beside the editorial. ™~ A4ll the letters in
the Lpr 6 issue gave me on interesting peek into an umazing field of thought. Vion-
der if anyone snywhere would like to correspond with a sincere new scientifiction
fan? (Bev's adres: 6689 Yucce St, li*vood, Cal.) ™ &attached is a little help to
keep the publicition rolling. ~(Merely s dollar billl Anybody else wanna lend a
1i'l similar help?) Wes able to read your unusual spelling without difficultsy but
&s yet haven't mastered writing it. Shall conscientiously pructice tho." (Thanku,
Bev'y; U r a gentlewoman & u scholar. —de) - el

- - P . g o 5 0 i

LuONARD GIPSON. Sta Anna Tex: . "Quite
a neat rag! Clever eh! I dropt out of stf for cwhile but with the arrival of s chesk
frem Ziff-Davis buying my menuscript 'Sports in the Year 2000 4.D' I am back again
with greet gusto in the fourth dimension,spuce travel,technocracy,extra-sensory per-—
ception,and all things vital to stf. I hope my stf sports article appears in an ear-
ly issue and the fellows don't cliub on my neck too much for some of the controvers—
ial stuff that is in my opus. Now that ] have mnde a sale,my fingers will fly over
the typewriter keys with the speed of the africen deer bot fly. 77 Once I get set-
tled I will subscribe to a flock of fanmajs,among them being VOM. You LA boys seem
to be atout the hottest stf fans in the country according to fan notes in stf mags.
I would like to meet ickerman,.lornig,Bradbury,et al. =~ Liked 'Science Fiction is
Essepe Liteature',and all the letters. liaving lived in the sticks all my life &nd
not ettending any stf conventions or fan gatherings,l am slightly confused as to Mi-
chelism,rival fan organizations,etc. 1 am an old time technocrazt and in all probabi -
lity T would be interested in the activities of the Futuriens. Several good puns in
this issue of VOil. All bouquets and no brickst"

A long overdue PERDUE (Elmer, of
1725 Bye St NW, "n/DC) returns with: "Arrived it this morning the latest Vox Popo-
1ij Ladje, contafging within her self a notification that my stock of credit had ex—
pired. . . . and it grieves me sorely to find that you are muchly in error, by six
months at least. ™ For it has been at least that time since vhatever stock I'd
built up, had expired. Or at least, so memory tells me, insmuchs 'tis not been la-
ter than last lMay that I've sent you anything; and yet, you, or some kindly-disposed
agency whose existence 1 am forced to doubt, has sent me since then fun-mags ond
more serious works virtually innumerable. ~ You will kindly, then, take the vwri-
ter's most well-meant apologies, ot having been so long out of work, that he has
been unable to render equitable return on your investment, and you will also,
please, eccept his profuse thanks for your courtesy. =~ Now for the more sordid
details: 1 enclose o dollar bill, which is all that I can spare fréom the current
poy. You will kindly accept half-w-dollar thercof as payment on those overdrewvn
copies—-and the balance, you will apply to any and &€l) forthcoming LASFL pubs--yea,
I shell not even draw the line vt Swsetness and Lizht."

From Causda comes 23
manication from one "RANDY" VICKIRS, 625 Constnnce Ave, Victoria, Britich Co .moi

%
— ot
3
Ay

1o
(¥
[

lavings counted up and found you use en aversgse of eighty-Tour spuces Lo a iine,
row zoing to present you with & straight-edge lebter thot is nct only struighe -eize,
~ - AT

but is all set up for using in V-M. 5o ncw yov know why i'm tvping awcincs the nopor
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instead of down, and why this letter is so long in one direction and so short in the
otlier. DBut now to Hize... PFirst? 7s the exnlannticns are gsre=at. At last T discover
the diflerence between FooFoo and MiFa, and ges well on the woy to u«ranbhtenlhg cat
a host of miner tangles. &nd &s for your captioning my last letter "Lost, el lost’

may I %aks time out to claim (puns more puny than pucny seeming to be in style) tha%
I wes lcst but not least. Thani Youe.. It now gives me zreat pleasure to tale that
zentle {?) hint which ceme v 50 “he lust ish, arnd arte Ut ry subscripticn. ueclosed
herewith is some doe — to wit, ¢ne buck ~ Caradian. The bank wiill take about eleven
to fifteen percent for excnange (rovbersi!) however, you ey ert.act tae TortE, apnils
from whet's left, and send me ths balance in U.8. three cent stemps. &incs it seens
Lo bte the fashion tc enclose 2 suitablie illustraticn v‘ﬂng w.th 4 subseripiion, I mn
sending ycu a cut of the wrerch it gives me t» part with the collar... thile on the
sordid subject of cash, might I sugvest that, if the Fls. are ncv too far above such
cormon and mercenary matters, a V-l dunmy suitably inscribel b a few of the leading
lights of fandom, could be very profitably auctioned off? >lesse consider riy humble
name as very much in for & V-3 dummy in any case... And so I peck up & deport until
sush time as the spirit shou.l move me to try this Juvly ond interesting style aguin
— Ever yours for bigger & better ishs. (Le wond call to our roaders' atbtn that our

_Pl““d F<rdv accomnlish® the even e“ﬂs - by 001e nec”cﬂiqc no.m uo'hlﬁse’f olone -

o P N g Y e o g

L bPQPE—-ﬂVJP N the usu:L dc 7ices. Dumiuys of Vom & e free to
those sufﬁhc'v'"ly »n*rﬂs‘ < for seme; your name is 42 on llSC”“+h s copy tr

e gy s e = 20 : 2
sig.on, #128 to Pon ﬂhunhv, o A TR aneR, & l)“n N i3 Readers will find Rangy s

R reproduceu on 1n51de bacL cover. )

- e APt v e - P

From the Zorc des Armées (tne Front) in
Frarce a lett er from 38-yr—old Maréchal de° Lo L; Zd RCIG'ﬁ.“ﬁu,L'm- "1 om abso—
SLly Emnned Ty the proscrt boom ir scierse riceica tia el et a lost to make any-—
thing out of it. I thought that o few months ego tho stounchest megnzines were fall-
ing cne by one and the leaders even ! and see now how it is. ~~ Cf course, to tecll
vou the naked truth I do not find much improvement in stf., even doubt the lotest is
the best. But it is an entirely irtellectusl viewpoint : as a scldier in the field I
teke much pleesure in reading every thing that comes my way. ~ It seems, never—
theless, that there is reed of scmething new in plots or treatment because all maga—
zines do look like twins. Except Famous Fantastic Mysteries which seems to be the
best in my humble opinion tut maybe I am a little partial because it smells so much
like 'old days'. Astonishing and Super Science are not at 21l under the average. I
rether like the spirit of adventure and youth thet seems to inspire them. ~~ By
the way 1t gees without saying that Mr. Georges H. Gallet 13, Rue d'inghien
Paris 10° France will be cnly too glad to become a member of the Science rFiction-—
eers. (POHL PLEASE NOTF) ™ 1 feel wery fertunate to receive so much ragezines
from the U.5.” I€ 15 good when one is unlucky to feel the friendship of far evmy
fellow fans, and to lmew that they think kindly of one poor M.C.0. 'somewhere on
ths front'." ('Bonne Chence!" ——*'est certainement le sentiment des fans amis

S - - -v-'-- —— P4 g e ok e e o e 0

sricains. Ve ore ss'ﬂ*ﬂg a copy cf this to your bu51ness adaress, given 6 lines

- -~ P o o - fad — -

eboTe: end snother to B33¥ Coryavnle du l*aln, Sacteur xos+al n90 Pral 2€, honln*

e P e gl et

‘inds you safoly - £nd s ‘e - and Uhal other fans Will write : you end send stf.)

e oo e o — - B I e i kgt o e S o -

ARRY WARNER TR, a* Topper in Fandom, honors us with o letter from 303 Bryan Pl,

rstown Wa: "T don'¥ see nov you Wesi-Coasters manege; especially Forrie and Mn-
relo with & few fap nags of their ovn, and & finger in the pie of almost every other
vne. " To comment a wee bit on ledze which arrived sbout two weeks ago. The

€civer \Bok's) this time was a masterpicce. Seems that I'm the only one who didn't
1ike the last one, but this cne—! ~~ I really liked the contents page better than
“rythlnv this issue——Cumphell should employ whoever wrote it to do his blurbs for
Lin. Thsy ure snezzy. (LTTH: CVIC Jnr - Sorry, tut we have Beb Hope under exclusive
~~ Re Carncli's letier: "1t took ocne from Gallet exactly three months to
recohn me recently; if that's not a record, it's too close for comfort. ~~ I am

shocked; emzzed, astounded, overwhelmed &t your offer of the votl dummy."

o nw‘-u, ;\J ”)

LOU "Foo"
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FUSLAN home from kol‘e"e f‘{‘grxlng vacrtion komments from 170 ‘&shlngton &"e, Uost
Haven _Oﬂn. ™ rea 1y ly 1 K2 tne toble of contents...Permit me to retract ay state~
mesTs Cuncern~ng Dale lart's sciencefictional decease. It appears that he is still
very much a top f+u...l rust disagroe with Dr. Barrett's statement about the great
wer, I don't thini i% ph3s1ble for fandcm as a whole to isolate the two wurring
3 ou;s without causing vital damuge to itself., After all, both grouns make up a

arge percentage ol ihe top fens, having their fingers in many pies cll over the
country. fAnd the fight is not confined to New Yerk aslone, which is the tragic part.
i think that no ¢ne will ccntradict my stacement that for a Dc:mappnt peace to be
restered, one grouv will have to be destroyed, permarently’ The hatred, for such it
iz, i1 too s*rong o permit of cny cther solution. Cheek me on this, but I have been
Tery intimate with one groun, and know how th2 mombers feel. £nd it is very evident
now the other side feels...ill in all, this issue is very good, snd I (Gertio,too)
went the next issue to be out soon. ™™ See you co-eds in Chicago."

From the Puni-—

tentiary 1n San Bernardino Cal a HAGGARD inmatc rites: "Dear Voz: My firs%_zh5;5§~
sion of yr Apr No. sent tremrs of apprehension thru me. As I opned the missle an
inner voz seemed to be speaking: "~ 'This time it's beat u to it. There's tha%

o

bookvorm again!' But no, twarn't. I ¢ yur schemc now. It's to preserve it un—
to eternity. U hoped that the illustration would act as & scurecrcw for bcoks, or
should I hav said scareworm. It's hcrribly beautiful. Reminds me of the time the
cat deided to have cetlets in o box of my manuscripts, and did. ~~ No, I give up,
I can't ackermenese. So I'll drop back to a discussion of that issue, but to give
it that different taint which so many fan magazines strive for (taint it so%?) T:11
take tho angle of the bookworm on the cover, who very obviously is making reedy to
devour the entire contents. ™ Ur. I Zotta Groush was tough chewing, and it wms
here I enccuntered the first staple. It Tuckered me cut, but my eppetite vms far
from appeased. Dave McEiwain proved a delcctable morsel. ind he was english stew.
Zd Gilbert's shorthand was devoured, and makes finc flavering, scrved by Joo Fortier
ant his precificoaster. There wns something feawiliar ebout the Arthur Widmer, Jr.
serving, and after chewing refleetively I recognized him as an old frierd. £nd the
next thing on the menu was Trudy wonderful. Then, fellow worms, did I take that
epistle from dowm under hy Alan P. Roborts. Or did I. Just like Dewey took Vanil-
la. After ponning puns. he beceme punny. Sounds phoney. = Wright now I began to
feel full, after I had Comet the next later. Then Ruthbone offcred his serving, a
substitutec cf Letin soup. He offercd Esperunto. And rceminds me of thet Universal-
anguage someonc suggested of using musicsl tones for alphabets. Justthink of the
tone it would ndd to alphehot scup operas. Specr's offering was Nezi tut nice, ond
aryone cculd C. Clark wos all right tut I must have liiske something cround here or
was it something I saw Bok therc in thosc pages. Gep~ right up —son (teko the foot
of the class) end sce what the Doc will order. Gilbert helped out by placing flou—
ers at the head of the table. I guess Himmin Travis can act as pall-bearers.
Goocd Knight, does this have to continue. Yell, anywho it's Templetime and another
beokworm signirg off. ™ Yours phonetically,"

The Great Pensman, father of the
"Gray Lensman", speaks: "Dear Sirs, ladies, co~eds, and what-have-you:— Have you
gone completely nuts, or have I? =~ Possibly cnly a rhetoricel question, and cer-
tainly of only academic interest. 1 have 'been gping to write to you-all ever since
I-don't-knov—rhen—--pretty rearly every time I get cne of your ebullient effusions;
but the mess I got today brcke up the old lethargy no little. ™ Vhat, muy I dif-
fidently ask, is the rime or reason underlying the publication of 'STF STICKERS STA-
TIONERY SUCH-~STUFFIRY' thatyou inflicted upon an unsuspecting publie this time? I
read it from cover to cover, but 1'll be damned ii I could get the hang of the sto-
ry- The plot, it scemed to me, was weak, the ending stereotyped and conventionali,
the sction strained (like Gerber's baby food), and the continuity verv rough. TIo
parathrase the old black erow, 'Ytho ceres about that®' kind. "Even if it wos goud 1
wouldn't like it.' ™ Oh death, where is they sting? Cne week I get & copy of
Shangri-la (What does thot mren, by the way?) enncuncing the discontinnance ~f TON
and all the satellites——--rien the ha_pv calebration of the evernt (it weyld tele mers




than a week, really to do such an event justice) is rudely interrupted by the
veceint, not only of cne VOM, but two---both dated Apr. 1940——tnd this literally
irdeseribable new monstrosity as well. EHencethe questien! ~ im enclosing a
Suck. Hdo particular reason I can see why I should be on your free list——and if
you wer't stop sending the stuff, I might as well feed the kitty a bit, at least te
the extent of some past—cdue postage. Also it seems to me that I have heard some—
vhere of choking a cat to death with cream..........} /c7

A
(Doc's elonuent praiss of my latest project, the % oL "
Stickers Pamflet, it'the best ad I coud ask ror! %7
Aiter such clowing compliments I am sure 0 will 5 :

copy. ~Just say "Here's I0c—Send me Thaf Sticker Thing." I1'll see to it U got

stuck! Check me—to 1§ decimal places—-if U've heurd this one bfor—:ho 1 dor't
see how U coud Teause I Eﬁsﬁhfﬂot'ifwﬁp:~~A~t§§ké£:~é—€§;ﬁe€?~l7ﬁmﬁut€§ﬁg~Aiﬁ~m§ X
in"one basket?! Zapi™ FlashT "077iryin' to "ray—pun" we cata Acksistence, Eie “He,
Re; yun Justh Smitht mel) ~ ~ - ~0 "o TER Sm SRAm LoRILLtio o L
e o me """ Oaklund, Culif, it represented by JOE FORTITR of 1836 -
39th Ave: ™Just to let you inow that I really meunt thet I liked the last VOLGE, I
am tuzzﬁg precious time cut to s&y so. Truly, I like vour cover and think it rather
spiffy. Of course, I still think it would be nice to have & bark cover toc, but I

guess that that is asking for way too much. (Intirely) ~~ This Contents Page was

- e e

evenr better thar the first and that says plentyl I like those cock—eyed line-ups
you feature. But really! ™ Huts to Walt's lotter. He must be o moron, though I

will admit his magazire is tops -- and then some. I personally thought Fortier's
letter one of the grandest yet (yvet Whgtﬂ — oeps, I'm letting my subconcious toke

hold here. &rt's lettsr was really £res intéressante. MNais plus beacoup. ~~Let us
not cast snickers the way of our fans of lesser ages for I cun well remember what
definite views 1 had a few years agd and I certainly liked to express them and
thought most were right. It hurt my pride to hear someone speak up: 'He's too
young.'. I am certain, if you will recollect, that you will agree with me. Please
don't cut your puns as some would have you. I like to creck those corny cuties as
well as the next fellow and we all get a great kick out of the others ill-ndvised
attempt at humor. However, your humor is not ill-advised. ™™ I don't mind in the
least your reducing the size a bit if you continue to offer us such fine features as
the speciel insert page of this issue. The whole idea was very unig. And still is.
"he does dis guy liiske t'ink 'e is? After all, I have published & few magazines and
you cen quote me as: The average good fanmog requires e two-cent stamp, two—cents
worth of le papier, and plenty of care, ink, envelopes, addenda amounting up to one--
cent in actual velus, but meaning about five-~cents in work. Anyway, stencils, irk,
&c., cest much and the regulear subs seldom take care of it all. I figure 2 loss of
nbout two-cents on & dime mag, and two-cents on the five—cent complimentary ccp: us.
They send three cents to cover five, why not the ten and make the meg bulance.
Futurianlycurs, but not Technocractically... WAIT! Readenmygeodfriend: 1 shall
endeavor to answer a question or two of Kight's. Listen, cl: becy: kichelism I
communism, and nothing more. (Your Fditors Sey: Commgnism muy be e nunifesta?ion
cf "Michelisn" but Futuriunism-—the new name--is much mere than thef.” For farfiier
info adres yourself to futurien Jeo'y Robt W Lovmdes, £574 Bodford Ave,. Bklyn, AY.)
Technocracy tock @ nose=dive about 133, But if 1s steadily working iiself back Into
the fore again. Hundreds of new members nre enlisting everydsy;; nundreds of old
members are re-—enlisting everyday. i’hat do I think of it® rhooey! It isn't the
right soluticn tc our troubles at all. %hat ieg Techrocracy? ‘Webster says it is the
science connected with the adjustmint of the muchire age to one of mass—production
and for the benefit ¢f ell. Ccience? The dictionary will define mest any thing such
as cermmunism, sozielism, or anything else ur a scicnce? Technocracy states: it is
non-rolitical, nen—sectarien., nen-religicus, &c., so I conclude Technocracy ain't
notring. To end this argument, kichelism is pronounced in this vay: liike—cl-——ism.
(Yike, to 'el wis 'm). (Proper prenmupgistion: ii-shell “ism.) ™~ Such ignoramigel
cunception! Anyone cen ewsily see that Astonishing Stories offers stories with much
wore criginal and rcfreshing plots than Amezing, and just es much with more fan de-
gartments, yot only charige nalf as mech e3 the feristcerat'.® & thut is that!
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SMALL TALX DEPT (Excerpts cut from correspondence by Little Scissor) CCMET TOM sez:
"Like the new VCM a lot, especially the printed cover and your
keeping the contents prge. About the most interesting thing in the issue was Bok's
page. I alsn like the corments on my letter. Dangherty's grouch was interesting.
Leenard Cipsen was goed too." JOE GILBIRT: "Rather surprising to receive the
Voice, ¢o soon. Glad you're geing bi-monthly. If can maintein a steady flow of
those clever, TIME-like corments in the Contents page, then by all means retain it.
Otherwice, it's supmerfluous. ~~ Best letter: Cpeers. If you don't differentiate
betiween tne letters, and meterial of other nature, then Rothman's exzeptionally fine
article mukes a tie. ™" The cover was super-super. Mr. Bok, it seems, hus a sense
of huror." {(That's Viright — U're Wrongi) ZARRY WAENTR JR: "Keen, in vot, the con-
tents page; style cover, and by all means the Ilithographel inserts, though they must

be quite an expense. Roberts may jump ~ut the window, I nssert, and thouga it bte
treason, ry cry for ink would be: back to black:!" (0, Harry, how coud U? 3Black is

hack——zreen is keent) DICi VILSON: “Vox Madze received—either vour proof reader
T'ell down on hiser jnb, I had a btad carbon, or I was 1/2 asleep when I wrote that
letter. ('Fiah', not 'fich', &c.)" (Yes we concede therc is & dif tween a fire & a

fish but as for our proofreader we shoud rot vieh to fire the poor fish even if he
did make a fuelish misteke which we rut ready to edmif as fortunately we were using

your letter as e mag-mark in the Jun Ast & "The Carbon Eater" ate &ll the carbon off

tior Aok coud 'sE>p it vith an Gck-ack & now nobody can prove nothin® on us?) "LOUTE™
ROSSELL CHETVENET: “"calculdfe on your slide ruie, using the best available bobtlcd
sidereal time as lubricant, whether the next issue or the last issue is closer to
the date you receive this, and commence my subscription accordingly. 7 In tinme,
who knows, I may have more to say than this." & time proved he did have more tr
say: the avthor of the mirror letter mentinnd EE 235_EﬁitoriET.~jﬁg.Eurngszﬁéjg
portion & quota: "Of all the letters in thissh (wender how thet odd s got in?7 I
liked the Clarke contrib. best. Not only 4 tH_poetry, but also for (iﬁbnnsistency
arrives on the 4:fourty-for!) th well put cbjection to th asinine contest in mud-
slinging wech thaverage fanfeuled winds down into. I cammot help it but after rend-—
ing VO my brain's mined with puns. ™ 1If Trudy doesn't like Gerty, I dont like
Trudy, and you may inform th gal that she is hereby named (pass me that champagne
bottle) no less than (crash! Tinklel) Grudy. 4ll haill" (Riddle: Y is feignd hurt

like the aforgmentiond wine? Oyup? Both r sham pain!) BILL LALPLE: ~"A26in T com~
piment you & llorcjo on the extreme neatness of your production. 1If genius ie an
infinits capacity for taking pains, then you are cbviously a pair of geniuses
(genii?)." & what pyt U term an infinite cepacity for inflicting pain—aus per our
puns? Props...pungenaxy? DAVE MgfIﬂﬁkIN: "TIt has ocourred to me that if ever Uta
joins in the war, und the American fans cnme %o Britoin -— boy, whut a happy meeting
we'll have. Just imagine the joy of actually seeing our Tackers, Wollheims (Come-
rection — I understand Lonald is a nom-interventionist, so marbe we wenlén't sec
him after all.), Mosks, Taurasis, wWedles, Vlarners, Pohls, Bradhuries, & perbaps

even 4es in the flech, even though they be ado:med in militnristic troypings. I cam

timost senction warfare when it opens vp such exquisite possibilities.” Io rerurn
now to cur fullength letters— '
S ek e ~  DICK WILSON, 2674 Bedford ive, Bklyn: "VOMnipotent
Ones: Here it is Saturday, 4/20/50, E.DJ.  The wenther 15 v..o—hp=.1 showers and
general gloor....3cene: The Ivory Tower; Doc Lowndes sits typing fjyueaky stencils to
the emanations of & Strauss record on the phonograph. Don Viollheinm is immersed in
Weird Tales. Cyril Vod is perusing the latest Voics and nibbling st his nails.
Chet Cohen is designing a Certificate of Officerdom for the Loyal &nd Benevclent Or—
der ~f Gafia. I'm pencilling the first dreft of this letter on the back of an SFW
proof sheet ('Carmell to Edit British Stf iag'~--haw!), using as tacking a bound copy
O day lucas!' 'The Man Yho was 63,000 Years 01d'. All very stfal an etmcsphere, but
cersely joyocus and uplifting. ™ I'm slouching on a sofa, being stared in *he
-6 by the back of hundreds of examples of novelis scientifictionaliterature and a
" owming, framed foto of 'The Tyrent of Ieohmosvary! (hiva, Mac!), Howard Scott.
LBeERs . 2—pt argesyarn by Fred lsclsasc, cirea '32.) ~7 To Art Widner: You're onl

s - S e e e
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See you in Chi, if our respective wheeled demons can make it....Re the first
two words on p. 2, featuring I. Gotta Grouch's unsgreedwith letter, I gotte printed
notice in my car (name of Jenny), which reads: 'We don't give & damn what Confucius
say.' PS, possibly short. (No Reiss cracks, Wilson: I didn't Planet that way.) In
smaller type it declares: 'We say Eat Spurnmurch's Peanut Butter Sandwiches', but

that's a sort of anticlimax. Quick, Chet, the scissors!” (What do U think consci-
entious editors are for? NB—-EQ Boloney—why, they're for WE£§9§’ ofcggie; Jgtgg
matter with Dicky Bird? Hc's Ail Ryt?!)

A little from LOWNDES (same adres as fore~
gglpg)——pardonu ke ni ne povus publlklgl 12 tucan leteron, Rovelo: Tioc receivesch
the news of ye chanre of VO to ti-mcathlie witis muslie Joye. Ee m1"+ thank Joe
Gilbert 4 th honnreble attitud he has talm in rezard 2 his previus roewarks; w:lé
that fandom had mor lik hm yea, verily. He bemosneth th: ncn-appiarsnce of an-
cther letter by Kay Marlin. (Swglp, me, folks, I just rememberd 1 us<d a ssudonym

of nothn cthern Kay Marlens—astenish: ng coincidences-—oa & lecter puolluht fnLs%
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EEQEE 8 yrs 8go. ——deaver W:ight) -~ He deigneth not to lose sleep over the ra-—
vings of one Startreader. —- He beccmeth philoscphical, albeit unTechnocratic:
Even tho it maynt eppear so on th surface, peoply r as consistant as all hell; they

can't help b othrwis. ™ He closeth tho lothly."
GLEN "DEAD N KID" TAYLOR (he
informs us there is only one "n" in his name rathern the 2 vre used bfor), 503 S

chk°oq,_Khns&s Clty Mo.: TEstimados Angelefios: Greetings from the &3 Cg of America.

Voiume 2, No. 1, &nd The Apr 40 issue have arrived, and their piquent contents have
been read with pleasure. The issues were well mimeographed, tut like most of the
fenmegs I get the beck pages are coming off. ™ Suggestion for fenmag improve-—
ment: More intelligent criticism of the sciencs in scme of the promag stories.
Most of the fan comment end criticism seems to be on the literary style, which is
important, but after all it's supposed to be SCIENCE fiction. Recent examples of
goofy science~ !'Chameleon Planet' in Astonishing; 'Living Isotopes! in Super Sci-
ence. These writers have stralned so hard for the gnat of & unique idea that they
heve swallowed the camel ef illogic. ™ Now let me say something aside to Austra-
lia's stfanemesis, whose cliché-burdened missive brings a taste of tartness to the
April issue-— Dear Alan: T do not wish to arcuse further your apparently hard-to-—
restrain animus toward us queer people who actually like stf, but I can only soy
that I too was cnce an adolescent lacking tolerance for the old fogies and their

— %
peculiar mays..#a""‘ 8 .—-x—ﬁhqﬁ‘;?

& L e £ ') xﬂn::i/’ = prominent Australifan of 11 Northumber-
lard, Ciove;ly Srdnev "The fourth issue oL
your splendid mag was the first I have had the pleesure
of reading, though Eric Russell has received and disylayed

/ previous three issues-at meetings of the Futu“ian Society cf Sydney.
I dont know whether letters frem abrcad are welcomed by you vell we sure do: YES, )
but somehow I feel I must put int» words the admiration I have for the :4 page,
green inked, neatly mimeced object. ™ I enicyed immensely the humorous letters
ty Tucker, Trudy, Reinsberg and others, and at the same time picked up a lot of in-
formetion on fandem that could not be found in cther fan megazines. 1T have a me-
dium nolege of fandom, and trus references to Thexact, Pogo, Michelism, etc were
not as gibberish to me. But what the foofoc does “sic" mean? (See dictionary)
Cover was & (New Yr No.). ™ EHave borrowed IMAGINATION off Russell, end fell in
love wit Aadbo. "AIT T get now is the gentle voice of the lcvely creature, and Doc-
ter Le, dcn t fail to serd Voli as socn as the ink is dry and the staples seti I
ruess subconseicusly, I have always wanted VoM: I have always wanted to know just
what the 'tig nemes' (ncte: not mouths) thought, and VoM is the ancer."

CROVDED
OUT—CONING UP: A rebiRKabletter (from REINSB“RC) - & Widnerfuletter from Art Jr —
& Tﬂmo‘=tt°r_rfron Lnglund) & a “ul‘—page ll*hograft ihlghu.are by Damcn The Demon!

"Let bygone be bygone—
BE AT THE CHICON!" &W
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RALPH ROOSEVELT THOMAS,
known g8e ‘*The Man (rom Mars.'®
Even in 1932, | wanted to he candi-|

- date, on a Satisfaction Party. Found
out. best to be rich 10 become I'res-
fdent of U. 8.

This is put in the puper hv Ralph
Rocsevelt Thomes, to try and save
1. 8. and foreign nalions. Jngland,
France, Turkey, could give Ralph
Raoosevelt Thomas  $300.000.000 1ol
stop wars. 1 do know how (o xo
to other planets! Anything with

: . . ex‘munh \tnrre dcanf &0 lotannlher‘
¥ ; : planet. No need of me putting Inv,
; Fan~ Y Tl A ke ' address n tie paper.
ae " =" Yours verv tru'lv. 7
iSee na ) _ RALPH RODSEVELT 1HOMAS,

Eox K3992 Examiner.







